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The 28th Annual On the Road to Literacy took place this year at the UIC 
Campus co-hosted by Literacy Volunteers of Illinois and the UIC Center for 
Literacy. This particular year drew in a group of over 200 volunteer tutors, 
adult literacy students, and program staff. During the day, On the Road 

attendees would pick and choose from a myriad of 24 
workshop topics all with the mindset of improving their 
tutoring practices, learning creative approaches to 
storytelling, or becoming more aware of restorative 
justice practices. 
 
During registration volunteer medical students from 
New Life Volunteering Society were on hand to check 
blood pressure, BMI, and glucose. Attendees were 
invited to make their way to the auditorium. The day of 
events started with an Opening Session led by Ben 
Greer III, the Associate Director for Adult Education 
and Literacy for Illinois Community College Board. Ben 
Greer was the emcee for the first ever Awards 
Ceremony at LVIôs On the Road to Literacy.  
 
The first round of workshops started promptly and 
covered topics ranging from pronunciation and fluency 

to restorative justice practices inside classrooms. The workshops continued during round two which covered 
topics from health literacy to Outcome 
Performance Measures. After the two 
workshops, attendees left the rooms buzzing 
and ready for lunch. During lunch  attendees 
had the option the option of participating in five 
different lunch topics. These workshops 
allowed the tutors, staff, and volunteers to 
engage in more open format discussions about 
advocacy, volunteerism, lesson planning etc. 
One of the attendees hailed the lesson planning 
lunch topic led by Becky DeForest from 
Literacy Works as the best part of their day. 
 

The final workshops concluded with topics 
covering transitions, vision boards, classroom 
dynamics, etc. All workshops were favorably 
reviewed by attendees both new and returning. 
Some of these workshops marked the second speaking engagement for some of our speakers. 

Ben Greer III from Illinois Community College Board  
delivering the Opening Session Speech  

Becky DeForest from Literacy Works during the dayôs workshops  
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From the Executive Directoré     

National Volunteer Week is here ! 
 

Celebrate Service is the theme of this yearôs  
National Volunteer Week, which is an annual  
celebration to say ñThank Youò to Americaôs  
volunteers.  Typically celebrated during the  
month of April this yearôs National Volunteer  
Week is this week - April 7th ï 13th.  
 
For those of us in the literacy field, National Volun-
teer Week is the perfect time for us to  
celebrate and say ñthank youò to our tutors who, 
week after week, provide valuable services  to our 
students, as well as thanking the many other volunteers who provide service 
in so many other ways that helps us keep our programs and organizations 
strong and vibrant.  
  
National Volunteer Week has been with us 
since 1974 when President Richard Nixon 
signed the first proclamation declaring the 
third week of April Volunteer Week.  Every 
president after him followed suit.  The offi-
cial sponsor of this national celebration is 
the now global Points of Light (POL) organ-
ization, which was founded by President 
Bush in 1990. The have on their web site  a 
variety of materials for use during National 
Volunteer Week including downloadable 
logos, as the one shown above, flyers, ban-
ners and a ñToolkitò that offers Media Outreach Tips & sample  
Media  Advisories, Proclamations, and Recruitment Messagesðhttps://
www.pointsoflight.org/nvw-toolkit/  
  
Many host sites may already have events planned for National Volunteer 
Week.  If yours is not one of them, there is still time for you to recognize 
your volunteers this week, but consider alsoðbeyond this week.  The Points 
of Light offers a daily Point of Light Awardðthe process is simple and can 
be done through their web site. 
 
Closer to home, consider nominating your volunteers for a Volunteer of the 
Week award, which is sponsored by Serve Illinois, the funding body of the 
VOCAL program,.  Every Monday, Serve Illinois highlights the selfless work 
of one of our stateôs great volunteers on their web site and social media -  
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Weôve had three of our Jump Start volun-
teers recognized !  Their process is a simple one as well and can be done on 
their web site - serve.illinois.gov.  View past winners on their site, and, if 
youôre not already connected with them on their social media sites, you can 
do that through their web site as well.  
 
 
 

#NVW is the hashtag for National Volunteer Week. 

ñWe can find meaning and 

reward by serving some high-

er purpose than ourselves, a 

shining purpose, the illumina-

tion of a thousand points of 

lighté we all have something 

to give..ò 
 

President George H.W. Bush, 

Founder of Points of Light  

mailto:info@lvillinois.org
https://www.pointsoflight.org/nvw-toolkit/
https://www.pointsoflight.org/nvw-toolkit/
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 Some of our AmeriCorps members, Timothy White and 
Aurora Lucas, spearheaded their own workshops on top-
ics such as Restorative Justice in the classrooms and 
Meaningful Interactions. Aside from our AmeriCorps 
members leading workshops, there was an AmeriCorps 
member present at each workshop ensuring all speakers 
had everything they needed. 
 
After a full day of workshops and lunch time topics, On 
the Road attendees made their way to the auditorium for 
the closing session and awards ceremony. Seats were 
filled and ready to hear the keynote speaker, Juan  
Salgado - Chancellor for the City Colleges of Chicago. 
Before this yearôs Keynote Speaker,  Dorothy M. Miaso 
( LVIôs Executive Director) and Ruby Camacho (UIC 
Center for Literacy Associate Director) delivered open-
ing addresses to a nearly packed room. They both spoke 
of the longstanding reputation and presence that this 
conference has in the Adult Literacy community in the 
city and even across the state.  
 
The Keynote speech at the 28th annual On the Road to 
Literacy marked one of the first speaking engagements 
for new Chancellor Juan Salgado. During his speech, 
Juan Salgado remarked on his past roles at Instituto del 
Progreso Latino and spoke about his current role as 
Chancellor, a role which he has held for two years. He 
ended his Keynote address looking to the future not only 
of his role but of the educational community at large. 
The closing session ended with the awards presentation 
recognizing tutors from different programs across the 
state. This yearôs Outstanding Tutor of the Year Award 
went to Melissa Marie Tuason from the South-East Asia 
Center. There were a staggering twenty-one volunteer 
nomination this year. This was the second year that the 
Student Is at the Top  Award in honor of June C. Porter 
was awarded to Araceli Angeles from Literacy Chicago. 
 
They Keynote Speaker, Juan Salgado, was gracious 
enough to stick around after the awards ceremony and 
speak with some attendees. At the end of the conference, 
attendees went home with new found learning and/or 
tutoring skills as well as some new reads from the book 
give-away. One first time attendee was already looking 
forward to next yearôs On the Road to Literacy.  
 
Thank you to all the AmeriCorps members, LVI staff 
and board, UIC Center for Literacy volunteers and staff, 
and the OTR Planning Committee for making the 28th 
annual On the Road to Literacy a success.  
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AmeriCorps Week 
(March 10th - March 
16th) is dedicated to 
showcasing the work that 
AmeriCorps members 
perform throughout the 
county as well as show-
casing the program itself. 

VOCAL*AmeriCorps members were able to highlight 
and bring awareness to work they were doing throughout 
their service year by participating in a recruitment effort 
as well as a service project.   
 
AmeriCorps encourages interconnectivity during this 
week by sharing the stories of our service across differ-
ent networks. VOCAL member were able to participate 
in raising awareness, as well as encourage this intercon-
nectivity by participating in the 12th Annual Recruitment 
and information Fair at the James R. Thompson Center. 
Twelve different LVI host sites were represented by 
members: Literacy Volunteers of Illinois, Jump Start at 
the IYCs, Chicago Citywide Literacy Coalition, Centro 
Sin Fronteras,  Chinese Mutual Aid, Waubaunsee Col-
lege, Instituto del Progreso Latino, Centro Romero, 
Anixter Association House, Literacy Chicago, Literacy 
Works, and World Relief Chicago, Aurora and DuPage. 
In addition to these organizations, LVI invited other 
AmeriCorps programs to participate in this recruitment 
effort, joining LVI at the Thompson Center were Public 
Allies and Chicago Hopes for Kids. 
 
The goal of the 12th Annual Recruitment Fair was to 
promote national service in our community while also 
giving host sites a platform through which they could 
raise awareness for their host site and increase volunteer 
and student learner recruitment. During that day Ameri-
Corps members were able to engage with over 50 com-
munity members. Besides these 50 engagements, the 
presence of AmeriCorps members allowed for visibility 
of the program in a high traffic area. 
 
The following day, on March 12th, at the Rhine VFW 
post 2729 six VOCAL*AmeriCorps member took part in 
a clean up project as a part of AmeriCorps week. This 
was the same site where VOCAL*AmeriCorps complet-
ed their service project as a part of the Serving those who 
Served initiative. The day started early as members 

mopped, swept, and dusted around. The veterans were glad to have the help and it was a great opportunity 
to showcase the VOCAL*AmeriCorps program. This not only helped AmeriCorps member complete their 
service project but fostered the relationship between LVI and the Rhine hall.  
 
AmeriCorps members across the state were building visibility for their programming and AmeriCorps at 
large. Members from Kewanee were at the Salvation Army and YMCA during AmeriCorps week playing a 
part in the collected efforts of members across the country.  

[±L !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±C² wƘƛƴŜ Iŀƭƭ 

[±L !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±C² wƘƛƴŜ Iŀƭƭ 

[±L !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ 


